
n this column, we usually  
share reflections of Pro-
Life Pastors from  Central 
Illinois. However, this time 
we are featuring a reprint 

of an article by Pastor Laurence 
White of Our Savior Lutheran Church, 
in Houston Texas, that recently 
appeared in the National Liberty 
Journal.  If you are a member of the 
clergy seeking an additional forum to 
speak for Life, this column is open to 
you. Please contact us at CIRTL. 
————————————————- 

Reclaiming the Soul of America 
 

In 1934, during his 
second year as chancellor of 
the German Reich, Adolf Hitler 
invited the leaders of the 
evangelical churches of 
Germany to a meeting in 
Berlin.  His goal was to silence 
mounting crit icism from 
Christians of the Nazi regime 
and its anti-Semitic policies.  
Among those present at that 
meeting was a fiery young 
p a s t o r  n a m e d  M a r t i n 
Niemoller.  Niemoller would 
later recall that encounter as 
the moment from which he 
knew that Germany was 
doomed. 
            Hitler was amiable and 
deliberately reassuring as he 
sought support of these 
prominent churchmen.  He 
promised pastors that the 
position of the church in 
Germany was safe and 
secure -- that its tax 
exemptions and state support 
would remain unchanged 

under Nazi government.  
Niemoller pushed to the front 
of the group to confront the 
chancellor 
           Standing face to face 
with Germany's ruler, the brash 
young preacher asserted: "Our 
concern, Herr Hitler, is not for 
the church.  Jesus Christ will 
take care of His Church.  Our 
concern is for the soul of our 
nation." 
           A n  e m b a r r a s s e d 
silence followed and it was 
immediately evident that 
Niemoller spoke only for 
himself.  His chagrined and 
embarrassed col leagues 
quickly shuffled him from the 
front of the room.  Noting their 
timid reaction the director 
smiled as he replied, "The soul 
of Germany -- you can leave 
that to me." 
           And so they did -- 
Christians looked the other 
way while innocent people 
were slaughtered and a nation 
was led  down the path to 
destruction. 
           I would submit to you 
today that we find ourselves in 
a similar predicament.  Once 
again the innocents are being 
slaughtered, the country is 
being led down the path to 
destruction, and the Christians, 
by and large, are looking the 

Pastors Speak Out other way. 
            I don't have to tell you 
how far down that path we 
have already traveled.  As a 
pastor, I deal with the grim 
reality of America's moral 
collapse every day in the 
anguish and the pain that sin 
brings into the lives of my 
congregation.  I see it in 
marriages that are shattered 
and broken; in young people 
who have lost their way and 
often lose their lives in a 
maze of drugs and alcohol.  I 
see it in a culture that 
mistakes lust for love and 
t o l e r a t e s  t h e  v i l e s t 
perversions as acceptable 
alternative lifestyles while 
pestilence stalks the land; in 
public schools that have 
become facilitators for 
fornication and procurers for 
the abortionist's knife.  I see it 
in the crime and violence that 
fills our streets and leaves 
innocent people cowering 
behind bars in our own homes 
while criminals go free. Yes, 
you know all too well, how far 
down that road to destruction 
we have already traveled. 
            We have sown the 
wind of immorality and we are 
reaping the whirlwind of 
destruction and death.  And 
while it has been happening 
all around us, we Christians, 
by and large, have looked the 
other way.  In large part, this 
is because ever time a 
Christian raises his voice, the 
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immediate response from the intellectual and media elite is, "Wait a minute!  These are political matters 
and in this country we have separation of church and state!" As history repeats itself, they smile and 
say, "The soul of America -- you can leave that to us." 
           Brethren in the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ, it is long past time for us to stop listening to 
and being immobilized by these subtle lies from the Father of Lies.  The time has come instead for us 
to pay heed to the Word of the Lord Almighty.  God has not called you to be a dumb dog standing by in 
helpless silence as the enemy approaches.  We are to be vigilant watchmen upon the walls of Zion, 
sounding forth the clear, clarion call of the trumpet; summoning the people of God for war with the 
principalities and powers, the dark forces at work in this sinful world. 
           The stern words of God's charge to the prophet Ezekiel ought to burn the conscience of every 
pastor in America today: "Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the House of Israel; so hear 
the word I speak and give them, warning from me.  When I say to a wicked man, ‘You will surely die,’ 
and you do not warn him or speak out to dissuade him from his evil ways in order to save his life, that 
wicked man will die for his sin, but I will hold you accountable for his blood  But if you do warn the 
wicked man and he does not turn from his wickedness or from his evil ways, he will die for his sin, but 
you will have saved yourself." (Ezekiel 3;16-19)  
           That prophetic ministry didn't make Ezekiel popular -- but if popularity is what you crave, you're 
in the wrong business.  God did not call us to scratch the ever-itching ears of men but to fearlessly, 
boldly proclaim His Truth. America will not turn from the path of destruction until Christians of this land 
stop timidly blending in and going along.  God’s people must stand for what is good, right, and godly, or 
this country will fall.  But the people of God will never take that stand unless their pastors are in the 
forefront, proclaiming the Word and leading the way, 
           We must speak to the issues specifically and forthrightly.  We must motivate and educate so 
that the political progress is not left to the unbelievers and the infidels.  We must register them to vote 
and see to it that they actually go to the polls on election day.  We must help them to recognize that as 
they enter the polling place to cast their ballots they do not enter as "yellow dog Democrats" or "rock-
ribbed Republicans," not as older folks protecting their social security, or wage earners who want lower 
taxes, not as blacks or whites, men or women --but as sons and daughters of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
When the election is over we must demand integrity and responsibility from our leaders, and once they 
have been elected we must hold them accountable. This we must do, my brothers in Christ, but when 
we speak we must also be sure that it is God we're speaking for.  We must never allow the church of 
Jesus Christ to become a sanctimonious shill for a political candidate, party, or philosophy.  God is not 
a Republican, nor is He a Democrat.  God is not a liberal, nor is He a conservative.  But of this one 
thing we can be certain -- God hates the murder of unborn children. 
           We can win the next ten elections, balance the budget, eliminate the deficit, and reduce taxes, 
but if we do not stop the slaughter of unborn children in this land, then America will be destroyed.  
Abortion is an unholy altar which we have raised up to the pagan gods of our own lust and greed.  The 
blood of more than 30 million innocents has already stained the altar.  And that blood cries out to God 
for vengeance from the ground of America.  The day is coming soon when God will heed that cry, and 
when it comes, woe to America. 
           On that day of reckoning, as we stand before the Eternal Judge, it will not be enough to say: 
"Lord we built great churches in your Name!  We organized massive institutions in your Name!" To 
those who stood by silently while the slaughter went on, He will say, "Depart from me, I never knew 
you!" 
           But thanks be to God, that day has not come yet.  America has turned its back on God, but God 
has not yet turned his back on America.  And so let us work while it is still day before the night comes 

“Let me say plainly that no man’s blood can be laid at my door, for I did not shrink 

from declaring all God’s message to you.  And now beware!  Be sure that you feed 

and shepherd God’s flock— His church— purchased with His blood— for the Holy 

Spirit is holding you responsible as overseers.”  

The Apostle Paul to The elders of Ephesus in Acts 20:26-28 (Living Bible) 
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Central Illinois Right to Life: Membership and Volunteer  Drive 
         If you would like to help defend life in Central Illinois, become a member 
of Central Illinois Right to Life and continue receiving our quarterly newsletter 
by returning this form and enclosing the annual dues of $10.00.   
 
Name : _________________________________________________ 
Address : _______________________________________________ 
City : ___________________________________________________ 
State : __________________________________________________ 
Zip Code : _______________________________________________ 
Telephone : ______________________________________________ 
 
         MEMBER DUES : $10__ 
 
         DONATION : $5__  $10__  $15__  $25__  Other_______   Thank You! 
 

           Do you wish you could accomplish something for the Pro-Life cause, but are not sure 
what to do?  The third Monday of every month at 7:30 p.m., we meet at the Christian Center 
in Peoria. We come together to share ideas, pray, and to renew our efforts to reach people 
with the Pro-Life message.  
           At recent meetings we have worked on organizing the annual fund raising garage sale 
and have put together mailings and newsletters like this one.  We continue to watch videos 
and study and discuss Pro-Life issues and to hear from special guests about their ministries 
in support of the sanctity of human life. 
           If  you are looking for a place to learn and to serve, we welcome you to join us.  We 
also ask that you pray for us that God may use our humble efforts to protect the unborn and 
thereby to increase  His Kingdom!  We will pray for you in the same manner. 

HELP!!!          Single?  Children Grown?  Semi-retired?  
WE NEED YOU!!!         Do you have an hour or two now 
& then to help Central Illinois Right to Life’s  board 
members with a project?  Can we put you on a list of 
prospective volunteers to contact in the future.  
Remember, the “Pro-Choice” i.e. the pro-abortion crowd 

has countless workers and millions of dollars.  We 
operate on a bare-bones budget and are dependent on 
willing  volunteers.  If you could help a little in any way, 
it would be greatly appreciated and immensely 
gratifying.  Please fill out the coupon below and mark 

when no man can work.  Let us rouse the Christians of this land to be what God has placed them here to 
be; the stinging salt that stops the decay of death; the shining light that points the way through the 
darkness of despair; the glorious city set high upon a hill that will stand as a gleaming beacon of hope to 
this nation and to all nations. 
           As Christian pastors, we resolve not to repeat the mistakes of those who have gone before.  May 
we resolve not to stand idly by so that wicked men may triumph simply because good men have done 

Outreach Committee News: Each Child ...  Our Gift to the Future   



Bulk Rate 

U.S. 

Postage  

PAID 
Permit 1095 

Central Illinois Right to Life, 
Inc. 
4100 N. War Memorial Drive  

ADDRESS CORRECTION  
                   and 
FORWARDING REQUESTED 

Please Plan For These Coming Events 

tart planning to attend the  

Sanctity of Life March and 

Rally in January of 1999.  We 

are finalizing plans and will advise our 

readers of date and time.  Last years 

rally at Sacred Heart Church  was one 

of the best ever, yet bitter sweet 

because of  25 years of legal abortion 

in America.  We must continue to 

stand for Life and pray for God’s 

S 

Sanctity of Life 
Rally  

Coming in 1999 

he annual Run / Walk for 

Life will be held August 22, 

1998 at 8:00 AM at Bradley 

Park in Peoria.  Trophies are 

awarded to male and female winners in 

several age divisions.  Contributions 

are needed to help purchase the 

trophies for the run.  Call Dan at 691-

3611 or CIRTL AT 685-3034 for 

additional information.   

1998 
Run/ Walk for Life 

T entral Illinois Right to Life 

will sponsor the annual Life 

Chain on  Sunday, October 4, 

1998.  Participants will stand 

in witness to their commitment to the 

Sanctity of Human Life along 

University Street and Glen Avenue in 

Peoria. Don’t miss this chance to show 

your support for the unborn. Call Dan 

at 691-3611 for more details. 

Organizational help is also needed. 

C 

1998 Life  
Chain 

The board of directors and the 

members of CIRTL wish to extend a 

special “Thank You” to all who 

worked on our fund-raising garage 

sale in June.  Because of you, the 

event was a great success, suppling 

CIRTL with much needed funds. 


